Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia Building Forward Together

Thank you to our Our ReStore volunteers

collectively volunteered over
ReStore volunteers 4,000 hours this year.
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Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia Building Forward Together

Volunteer Spotlight

Sand (left) and John (right) pose with Habitat Build Supervisor Dave Graham.

A Habitat home is never built alone. It takes a community of committed people to turnitinto
reality. In New Glasgow, two particular volunteers went above and beyond in 2024 to make
that happen.

Sandy and John dedicated hundreds of hours to the construction of a new home for Emily,
Zach and their one-year-old son. From framing walls to installing fixtures, they were there
nearly every step of the way.

For John, volunteering was a new adventure. A skilled DIYer with a background in carpentry
and plumbing, he showed up to offer a hand and ended up contributing regularly to the project.
“More than once in my lifetime, I've had to restart from nothing,” he said. “Helping a young
family get a fresh start just felt right.”

Sandy, aretired engineer and seasoned Habitat volunteer, first got involved after learning a
neighbour’s granddaughter was receiving a Habitat home. Since then, he's lent his expertise
to builds in Stellarton, Oxford and now New Glasgow. “Helping others is part of who lam,” he
said. “l hate being idle, and | really connected with the team.”

Thanks to volunteers like Sandy and John, Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia can help families
build a brighter future.
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Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia Building Forward Together

Habitat’'s HUGE House Party

In 2024, Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia’'s biggest annual fundraiser returned for a
successful second year. Held at the iconic Steele Wheels Motor Museum in Halifax, the event
brought together over 400 supporters, sponsors, volunteers and community champions for
an unforgettable night of live music, great company and giving back.

The evening featured performances by Classified, Shameless, DJ Karate Kactusand a
special appearance by Robb Wells as Ricky from Trailer Park Boys. With a raffle, silent auction,
and a live auction for a day on the set of The Trades, the event raised over $121,000 for Habitat
for Humanity Nova Scotia and showed the great things that happen when community comes
together with purpose.
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Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia

Building Forward Together

Habitat’'s HUGE House Party Sponsors
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Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia Building Forward Together

The Meaning of Home

Each year, the Meaning of Home writing contest invites Grade 4, 5 and 6 students across
Canadato share what home means to them. In 2024, Nova Scotia students showed up in a big
way, contributing a record-breaking 1,651 entries and raising $26,510 in support of Habitat for
Humanity Nova Scotia.

Among the standout entries was “Home Sweet Home” by Sofia S., a Grade 5 student from
Halifax. Her heartfelt poem earned her a runner-up prize, securing a $10,000 grant for Habitat
for Humanity Nova Scotia.

Wed like to thank all the students, teachers and parents who participated in making this
contest asuccessin 2024. A special thank you to founding sponsor Sagen and award
sponsor Urban Systems Foundation.
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Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia Building Forward Together

Stud-a-Thon

This year, supporters once again picked up their markers and paintbrushes for our annual
Stud-a-Thon.

Individuals, businesses and community groups decorated 2x4 wall studs with supportive
messages and unique art. These studs are displayed proudly at events, on build sites and in
the ReStore as a visible reminder of the community that helps make Habitat homes possible.

This year’s Stud-a-Thon raised thousands of dollars to support Habitat for Humanity Nova
Scotia. We are grateful to everyone who picked up a stud.
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Habitat NS Wins Innovation Award

Habitat for Humanity Canada’s National Awards Program recognizes the exceptional
performance of affiliates across the country. Specifically, it celebrates achievements that help
advance Habitat for Humanity’s vision and mission both in Canada and globally.

In May 2024, Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia was honored with the Innovation Award at the
National Conference. This award acknowledges the creative and impactful ways affiliates are
maximizing their resources, improving efficiency in design and construction, or finding new
ways to serve families.

The Innovation Award was presented to Habitat's ReStore in Dartmouth for its unique
partnerships, sustainability efforts through waste diversion, and the repair and resale of
furniture, as well as its volunteer initiatives.
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