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We believe everyone deserves a safe 
and decent place to live, both locally 
and globally.

Our vision is of a world where everyone 
has a decent place to live. Last year, 
your support meant that families in 
Nova Scotia became a part of the 
Habitat family, building strength, 
stability and independence through 
affordable homeownership.

Welcome
Home
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During the past twenty-seven years Habitat for Humanity Nova 
Scotia has provided safe and affordable homeownership to over 
(70) hard-working Nova Scotian families and their children. 

Partner families must qualify for a Habitat Mortgage and must put in 
500 volunteer hours into the construction of their own home or at 
one of our ReStores as part of the partnership between themselves 
and Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia. Many of our families are 
working full time and raising a family, often as a single parent and 
still find time to dedicate hours every week to complete their sweat 
equity hours.

In 2018 Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia welcomed six families 
and their children into their new Habitat homes. Providing a parent 
and children with keys to their new hard-earned home at our key 
ceremonies is emotional and a transformational moment for 
everyone and is why we do what we do. 

Homeownership has a profound and lasting impact on improving 
the quality of lives for families through STRENGTH, STABILITY 
and SELF-RELIANCE. This is made possible through the incredible 
hard work of a fantastic team of dedicated volunteers, staff, donors, 
sponsors, partners, suppliers and Board of Directors. As Chair, on 
behalf of our Board of Directors I sincerely thank each of you for 
your tireless efforts. Everything you do makes a difference in the 
quality of lives of people in our community.

Our Annual Report is a great place for our Organization to take 
stock and reflect on the past year, the challenges we have 
overcome and successes we have created. It is also the time to see 
where we are today and what our goals are moving forward for the 
next twelve months.

2018 was a challenging year for Habitat for Humanity Nova 
Scotia resulting in carrying more debt than our Organization was 
comfortable with. On January 25th, 2019 a Board of Directors 
led Restructuring began with Interim CEO Suzanne Bona being 
selected to lead this six-month comprehensive process. Habitat for 
Humanity to be in position to move forward with the $15,000,000 
Habitat Way land development project was required to become 
more efficient, productive, creative and financially strong in all 
aspects of Organization including our ReStores & Construction 
Division. Board members Jeff Gardner (Chair of Build/
Development Committee) and Glen Munro (ReStore) have worked 
hard with staff in these two areas and their continued efforts/
contributions are duly noted.

The Board to date is very pleased with the significant progress 
made as part of our Restructuring Review. This includes audited 
2018 financial statements, positive cash flow, up-to-date accounts 
payable and confidence we will achieve a balanced 2019 budget. 
These positive results were made possible by an engaged Board 
of Directors, many staff and consultants. It truly has been a TEAM 
effort. However, in particular, the significant contribution of two 
individuals must be pointed out. Suzanne Bona as Interim CEO 
has worked tirelessly as our Leader during this process. Ed Raine, 
Acting CFO has managed the financial review of this Restructuring 

and has successfully implemented the complete transformation of 
our financial systems to ensure accountability and efficiency. We 
thank them both!

Page 15 of this Annual Report highlights our Board of Directors 
who bring to the table a diverse and deep experience level of 
over 250 years collectively. As Chair it is my sincere pleasure 
and honor to serve such a hardworking and dedicated Board. 
Every Board Member has contributed over the past year, but 
like many organizations, the heavy lifting falls to the Executive 
Committee and one addition. Our Executive Committee consists 
of Stephen Vaslet (Vice Chair, Chair of Fund Development/
ReStore Committee), Michael Olson (Treasurer, Chair of Finance 
Committee), Kimberly Stephens (Recording Secretary, Chair of 
Risk & Governance Committee) and Angela Langille (Chair of 
Human Resource/Nominating Committee). Their contribution and 
dedication to this Organization and creating affordable housing 
in Nova Scotia cannot be understated. Finally, over the past year 
and during this Restructuring, there are two Board members who 
worked tirelessly and volunteered significant personal time to 
put Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia in a better place. Stephen 
Vaslet as Vice Chair and Michael Olson as Treasurer have made a 
difference to improving Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia.

 On September 12, 2018 Halifax Regional Council in a unanimous 
vote approved the largest affordable housing project of any of 
the 55 Habitat affiliates in Canada known as Habitat Way. This 
neighbourhood off both Drysdale/River Roads and adjacent to J.L 
Ilsley High School was approved for 78 residential dwelling units. 
In the near future Habitat for Humanity will begin the necessary 
fund development campaign for this large land development 
project with an estimated construction value of $15,000,000+. We 
are looking forward to beginning this ground-breaking project in 
2020/2021.

 In July of this year, Habitat for Humanity is excited to announce the 
construction of our next two homes being a duplex at 19 McIntosh 
Street in Spryfield. The completion date is set for late fall of 2019. 
19 McIntosh Street would not have been possible without the 
significant support of four Organizations/Companies. Gordon 
Food Service donated an incredible $100,000 towards the build, 
Canadian Institute of Plumbing and Heating with a contribution 
of $70,000, CUA as our financial partner made possible the 
land purchase and the original developer/owner of the property 
Vanguard Development Inc. provided $28,500 with in kind 
donations.

Habitat for Humanity is entering a new and exciting phase with 
lots of new initiatives on the horizon. On behalf of the Board and 
myself and the staff that work hard everyday we would like to thank 
everyone who participates, volunteers and supports our Vision “To 
build a world where everyone has a decent and affordable place to 
call home”!

A Message from our Board Chair

Kevin W. Riles, Board Chair
HFHNS Board of Directors
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April 27
Key Ceremony: Slade Family – Lahave Street, Bridgewater 
On April 27th, 2018 the Habitat for Humanity South Shore Chapter 
completed their most recent project, a single family home in 
Bridgewater, NS. An incredibly emotional day as the chapter handed 
over keys to the Slade Family to their new home, a space their family 
can flourish in.

May 15
Key Ceremony: Bingley Family – Little River Road, Oxford 
In May 2018, Habitat for Humanity Oxford Project completed 
their second home in Oxford Nova Scotia, this home was built 
for Kale, a hard working single dad and his son Caleb. 

Key Ceremony:  Nowe & Martin families – Drysdale road, 
Spryfield 
On January 19th, 2018 HFHNS welcomed the Nowe and Martin 
families home. This Duplex built on Drysdale Road in Spryfield will 
give these two families the opportunity for a better future. Thank you 
to all who made this project possible and congratulations to the new 
Habitat homeowners!

January 19

Highlights & Milestones

May 2
Federal Government announces significant  
investment in affordable housing  
The launch of the Federal Government’s National Housing 
Co-Investment Fund housing construction and renovation streams 
marked another positive step under Canada’s first-ever National 
Housing Strategy. Habitat worked closely with the government 
through advocacy and consultation to ensure that affordable 
homeownership was included in the range of housing solutions the 
Fund will support.
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June 26
Social Build & Share 
Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia embarked on a new way to share 
our mission in June of 2018. For the first time ever, we partnered 
with 10 local social influencers to help spread the message of 
our work in the community. These amazing individuals suited up, 
picked up a hammer and spent the day on our build site, building 
homes and sharing our mission with their combined 450,000 
person networks. Thank you to all who participated!

Key Ceremony: Young & Hamilton families – Drysdale Road, 
Spryfield 
On November 19th, 2018, the Young and Hamilton families received 
the keys to their new homes on Drysdale Road in Spryfield. This 
duplex is one of 5 on the street belonging to Habitat Homeowners, 
and it was an exciting day welcoming these two families to the 
community.

November 19

stories of
building strength,
stability and self-reliance

October 1
Launch of Habitat for Humanity Canada: The Podcast 
Kicking off on World Habitat Day, our new podcast hosted by 
veteran radio broadcaster Dave Trafford interviewed Habitat 
homeowners, volunteers and staff, those fighting for change at the 
government level like the Honourable Jean-Yves Duclos and public 
Habitat supporters like HGTV star Scott McGillivray. The 10-podcast 
series is helping to raise awareness about housing issues across 
Canada.
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“ It is clear now that I will be able to raise my children in a 
stable home.”

Heather-Ann, a single mother of four children, had almost 
lost hope when she was feeling the overwhelming stress of 
finding yet another affordable, decent place for her family 
to live. Then she learned about Habitat for Humanity’s 
affordable homeownership program, and realized there 
might be a way for her to improve their situation. It was 
after meeting with someone from the local family resource 
centre, who was aware of Heather-Ann’s difficult housing 
circumstances, that she found out Habitat Nova Scotia 
was planning to build a home in her community. That day, 
Heather-Ann applied to be a Habitat Partner Family.

Heather-Ann and her children were ecstatic upon hearing that 
their application was successful. For the Slade family, knowing 
that they will not have to move again for the foreseeable 
future is a feeling of great relief; a feeling they have not had 
in a long time. Since 2011, Heather-Ann and her children have 
moved a total of nine times due to a combination of increasing 
rent prices, inadequate space for the children, and costs of 
heating in the winter. This pattern of moving into similar 
situations has created a great deal of anxiety for a family who 
is simply trying to settle down and grow together under one 
roof.

The Slade family are very close and spend a great deal of 
time together. Her eldest son is 19 years old and is currently 

enlisted in the Canadian Military. Jolie, 14 years old, is just 
entering grade 9 enjoys listening to music and spending time 
with her friends. Jalyn, 12 years old, is about to start Grade 8 
and loves gymnastics. The youngest of the family, Asher, is 16 
months old and is the light of their lives that holds them all 
together.

“When we were told that we were chosen to partner with 
Habitat, I was so overwhelmed with emotion that I cried. I 
felt a huge weight lift from my shoulders. It is clear now that 
I will be able to raise my children in a stable home – no more 
moving!”

Both Jolie and Jalyn volunteered with the YMCA to help 
contribute towards the sweat equity hours for their 
new home, while Heather-Ann spent countless hours 
volunteering at the build site and making sure she personally 
thanked every person who helped build her new home. The 
Slade family also has a wonderful group of family and friends 
who were a huge part of the project and making this home a 
reality for Heather-Ann and her children.

Thank you!

Heather-Ann, Jolie, Jalyn and Asher

Heather Ann & Family 

A New Beginning

6



$1,078,291 in salesto support the 
Habitat mission. 
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Our Impact In 2018

ReStore Impact:

Mission Impact:

450 tonnes diverted from landfills through 
restore

59 kitchen uninstalls

5 active regions (oxford, pictou county, HRM, 
south shore, cape breton)

6 families moved into their new habitat homes

6591 volunteer hours

$396,133 fundraised for our mission

Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia 2018 Annual Report

Approximate $1,050,000.00 in benefits to 
society

annapolis valley

cape breton

halifax

oxford

pictou county

south shore

springhill

3 community DIY nights
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Diane Maskell

Home Away From Home

Since 2012, Diane volunteers most mornings at the 
Dartmouth Restore. In her eyes, volunteering at Habitat for 
Humanity is like a home away from home. She believes in 
helping others and getting them one step closer to a home 
of their own. Diane says that volunteering for a non profit 
organization and knowing exactly where the donations are 
going makes it worthwhile.

In 2018 Diane volunteered over 750 hours at the Dartmouth 
ReStore, the customers look forward to being greeted by her 
when they walk through the doors and she is an essential 
part of our organization.

After a recent health scare, Diane received calls from 
concerned customers and volunteers checking in to make 

sure she was alright; because they care. The Habitat for 
Humanity volunteers become so involved and invested in 
each other that they become a family.

Diane, your bubbly and positive personality is radiating and 
we appreciate everything you do. 
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Leading Partners 

Adopt A Day Partners 

Thank You To Our Partners

Women Build Teams 

ReStore GIK Partners

Rhino Environmental
Home Depot
Centura
IKEA
Maritime Demolition
Lord Nelson Hotel
Lumber Mart
Living Lighting
Rona
Centura  

RBC
Travelers Insurance
PWC Management Services
Concentrix
NS Power
Home Trust
TD
Great West Life
RBC Wealth Management

Willowbrae Childcare
Money Mart
Grant Thornton
CUA
Dexter
CIBC
Dandurand
SMU Habitat Society

Dream Builders
We Build The World
Steele Auto Group
Team Laura Wagner
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Statement of Financial Position 
3

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NOVA SCOTIA
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
As at December 31 2018 2017

Assets
Current
 Cash $ 127,799 $ 5,209
  Temporary investments 2,456 2,537
  Accounts receivable 99,593 70,133
  Prepaid expenses 5,799 1,972
  Current portion of mortgages receivable (Note 4) 141,975 93,716

377,622 173,567
Cash surrender value of life insurance policy (Note 15) 36,714 18,697
Mortgages receivable (Note 4) 3,468,727 2,626,835
Properties held for resale 531,795 998,869
Land held for development 920,851 869,123
Property and equipment (Note 6) 17,700 31,149

$5,353,409 $4,718,240

Liabilities
Current
  Bank indebtedness (Note 10) $1,572,886 $ 786,417
  Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 735,526 552,420
 Amounts held on behalf of homeowners (Note 12) 36,224 38,317

2,344,636 1,377,154
Deferred contributions 40,000 99,627

2,384,636 1,476,781
Contingencies (Note 11)
Commitments (Note 8)

Net assets
Unrestricted net assets 2,968,773 3,241,459

$5,353,409 $4,718,240

Approved on behalf of the Board:

___________________________ Director    _____________________________ Director

(See accompanying notes to the financial statements)
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Statement of Operations    
4

For the year ended December 31 2018 2017

Revenues

  Home sales $ 966,087 $ 529,227
Fundraising and grants 396,133 610,338
Sponsorships 8,756 45,000
ReStore (Note 14) 1,078,291 983,398

2,449,267 2,167,963

Expenses

  Fundraising 23,838 36,089
  Building costs 762,904 415,321
  ReStore (Note 14) 733,785 699,598
  Administration expenses (Note 17) 1,196,917 1,188,350

2,717,444 2,339,358

Excess of revenues over expenses (expenses over revenues)
before undernoted (268,177) (171,395)

Other income (expense)

Change in cash surrender value 18,016 18,697
Gain on sale of assets - 15,750
Write down of mortgages receivable to amortized cost (22,525) (129,431)

(4,509) (94,984)

Excess of revenues over expenses (expenses over revenues) $ (272,686) $ (266,379)

(See accompanying notes to the financial statements)
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• Operations are funded by ReStores. New and used quality building 
 supplies, furniture, fixtures, appliances and décor. Great for the 
 environment, your bank account, and your community.

• Staffed 98% by dedicated volunteers. 

• Donations to ReStore get donors a tax receipt for their old stuff!

• Homes are built by a mixture of volunteers and staff, 
 including our experienced and talented Site Supervisor who keeps 
 our volunteers happy, and makes sure they are learning new skills, 
 and they’re safe, and productive.

• Habitat for Humanity Canada is a national, non-profit 
 organization working towards a world where everyone has a 
 decent and affordable place to call home.

• Habitat for Humanity brings communities together to help 
 families build strength, stability and independence through 
 affordable homeownership.

• Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia has served more than 
 60 families, so far, with plans to help dozens more in the 
 coming years! 

HOW WE RUN THIS ADDITIONAL FACTS

On average,
Habitat for Humanity

generates $175,000
of benefits to

society per home.

These benefits come
in the form of reduced

reliance on social housing
and food banks, better

educational and
employment outcomes,
and improved health.

If  a family is selected
they put in 500 hours to

help build their home and
they are granted a no down

payment,interest free
mortgage with payments
capped at 30% of their

monthly income.

Families who would 
like to partner with 

Habitat for Humanity 
Nova Scotia complete 

an application.

Applications are
assessed for 3 criteria: 

1. Need for housing 
2. Ability to pay for and 

maintain a house 
3. Willing to partner with
Habitat and to support

our objectives

What We Do
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Kevin W. Riles - Chair Stephen Vaslet - Vice Chair Richard Hirsch - Treasurer Angela Langille

Kimberly Stephens Michael Olson Glenn Munroe Thomas Bagogloo

Jeff Gardner Peter Rumscheidt
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Mike Burke 
Assistant Manager, 
Dartmouth Restore

Daryl Cosman 
Assistant Manager, 

Halifax Restore

Mike Ewing 
Manager, Restore 

Operations

Thank you to our Staff and Board of Directors for the dedication and leadership you provide to Habitat for Humanity

Kyla Williams 
Manager,  

Halifax & Dartmouth Restore

Board Of Directors

Staff

Rosanna Pelton 
Manager,  

Volunteer Family Services

Chris Jones 
Sales Associate, 

Dartmouth Restore

Melanie Matheson 
Philanthropy and Partnerships

Robbie Bittar 
Sales Associate, 

Dartmouth Restore

Liam Gallagher 
Sales Associate, 
Halifax Restore
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Contact us
Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia 

81 Wright Avenue 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia B3B 1H4

Charitable Registration Number 
13852 4939 RR0001

Phone: (902) 464-0274 
 

Email: info@habitatns.ca

         www.habitatns.ca 
           @habitatcanada


