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2015 Board of Directors 

This past year has been one of substantial 

growth for our organization. Throughout 2015, 

we executed on our commitment to our  

partner families through effective community,  

government and corporate partnerships 

across the province. Serving families  

continues to be our number one priority – in 

2015 we served nine families – compared to 

one in 2014. We also saw exciting initiatives 

take root. The first Women’s Build was a huge success with seven 

teams raising close to $60,000; and our Adopt-a-Day program grew to 

60 days and more than $110,000 raised! 

 

With an ever increasing number of families in need of affordable housing 

in Nova Scotia, there is a great need for us to continue our mission. But 

we cannot do it alone. Looking ahead, we look forward to developing 

new growth opportunities, and maintaining strong relationships with our  

existing partners, as well as cultivating new ones. Our goals are  

ambitious – 20 homes a year by 2020 – but with the growth of support 

we witnessed in 2015, we are definitely on the right track for success. 

Strength, Stability and Self-reliance; these are the key 

words that describe exactly what we set out to build 

within our partner families and our community, each 

and every day at Habitat for Humanity. 

 

Families are our priority. We know that a Habitat home 

is a strong foundation and a stabilizing force for a  

family. With better, affordable living conditions, our  

partner families have all they need to build an  

independent life. This leads to improved health,  

stronger childhood development and the ability – and financial flexibility – to make 

investments in their future. With a little help, we all have the potential to stand on our 

own. 

 

Providing more families with affordable homeownership opportunities continues to be 

our priority and fortunately, with our renewed focus on growing our organization, one 

of our most valuable assets has already jumped on board – our volunteers. In 2015, 

we saw our volunteer numbers grow by 73 per cent – that’s impressive! One of the 

other critical assets that fuels Habitat is our ReStore, and there we surpassed 2014’s 

sales by 20 per cent. All of this growth is allowing us to help more Nova Scotian  

families realize their dreams of homeownership. 

 

We believe that by building strong, stable homes, we are building strong, stable  

communities. Through homeownership, we empower our Partner Families to create 

better lives for themselves and their children, and we couldn’t do this without the  

continued support of our volunteers, donors, partners, and sponsors. We thank you 

for your continued support. 

Marie-France LeBlanc 
CEO, Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia 

Kimberly Stephens 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia 

Kimberly Stephens, Chair  

Chris Johnson, Vice-Chair 

Michael Olson, Treasurer  

Richard Hirsch, Member 

Angela Langille, Member 

Emily Lowe, Member 

Bill MacAvoy, Member 

Andrew Molloy, Member 

every voice 

can advocate and help more families build strength, stability and independence.  

“Life is more affordable now, I can have my children in  
extracurricular activities now. My two daughters love their new 
home, they have space to run and play in the basement and can 
play in the backyard by themselves. It’s hard to put into words 
what it has meant to have a home with Habitat for Humanity. 

They have given my family a place to call home.” 
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# of homes built since 1992 

9 
# of homes built in 2015 

53 

every home 

is a building block. 

2015 began with a lofty goal of building nine homes for deserving Nova Scotian families 

who needed a “hand up, not a hand out.”  

 

Habitat Nova Scotia achieved its goal and built nine safe, decent, affordable homes with 

the help of almost 10,000 volunteer labour hours, more than $180,000 in gifts-in-kind, and 

100's of thousands of dollars in generous donations from our corporate and government  

supporters.  

 

Together we built two duplexes in Spryfield, one home in East Preston, one duplex in 

Kentville, one home in Springhill, and one bungalow in Oxford as part of a new partnership 

announced in October—for a total of nine families with new homes! 

Ten-home development announced in Oxford, NS 
The fall of 2015 marked the official launch of a brand new 10-home affordable housing  

development located on a parcel of land in Oxford, Nova Scotia. With the generous support  

of Oxford Frozen Foods, the Town of Oxford, Housing Nova Scotia and CORCAN, the  

rehabilitation program of the Correctional Service of Canada (CSC), the Community  

Steering Committee began working closely with Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia to  

complete the first of these single-family homes.  

 

Heidi Fortune and her two young children have now moved into their new home and are  

settling in to homeownership. The next Oxford home will begin in the fall of 2016. 

“Never did I imagine being able to own my very 
own house. For myself and my children, being 

able to say ‘this is our home’ is just  
fantastic.  We have moved many times and now 
I can give them a sense of stability and securi-Our Vision 

20 families a year by 2020. 

 
Our Mission 

We strive to build stronger families and  

communities by expanding opportunities for  

affordable homeownership. 
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Our 2015 Partner Families 

“The greatest gifts we can give our 
children is love and after that is the feel-
ing of having a "home" to call our own, 

one that they know will be there  
tomorrow, next month and next year.”  

The Kelly family, Kentville 

deserves to live in stability.  

every child 

The Embree Family, Springhill 

The Chranofsky Family, Halifax 

The Pegg-Manley Family, 

The Kelly Family, Kentville 

The Williams Family, East Preston 

The Fortune Family, Ox-

The Johnson Family, Halifax 

The Malay Family, Halifax 

The Francis Family, Halifax 

No matter who we are or where we come from, we all deserve to have a decent life. We deserve to feel strength and stability, day after day. We deserve 

to know that we have the power to take care of ourselves and build our own futures. At Habitat Nova Scotia, this is what unites us. Through  

homeownership, we empower our Partner Families to create better lives for themselves and their children. We believe that by building strong, stable 

homes, we are building strong, stable communities. Nine Nova Scotian families realized their dream of homeownership in 2015 and we have given them 

the strength, stability, and independence they deserve. 
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There is no question as to the calibre of Habitat’s volunteers. Habitat Nova Scotia 

had a record 1,040 volunteers building homes and hope in 2015 alone. Each  

volunteer brings something unique and special to Habitat, and each has made a 

significant difference for families. 

 

There is a place for every volunteer at Habitat – whether they are hammering 

nails, serving lunches, stocking shelves, filing papers or helping at special 

events. Every hour of volunteering is priceless to our organization.  

More than a store 
The Habitat for Humanity ReStore is the socially, environmentally, and  

economically sustainable retailer that provides amazing deals on quality new and 

used goods and materials for home improvement. The ReStore is almost entirely 

staffed by volunteers. 

 

The ReStore is more than a store. It is a social enterprise that has allowed  

Habitat Nova Scotia to ramp up its affordable homeownership program and to 

provide a financial foundation for the future. All ReStore proceeds are used to 

cover Habitat’s fundraising administration costs. This allows all monetary  

donations made to the charity to go directly to Habitat’s program: building homes 

and serving families.  

 

In 2015, the ReStore saw a growth of more than $100,000 over 2014 revenue. 

397 

# of appliances sold  

28 

# of full kitchens sold  

56 

# of commercial donors  

+1,052 

# of residential donors  

11,500 

# of square feet of stock in 2015 (a 55% increase) 

makes a difference. 

Volunteers = Habitat 

every helping hand 

“What I like most about it is giving back to the community in a way 
where your results are visible by the end of the day. I think the first time 
I built something and I looked back at the end of the day and I saw a 
wall up I just realized, ‘This is great. This is the fruit of my labour 
for the day. This is amazing.’” Andrey Kolomyytsev , Volunteer Crew 
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The Adopt-A-Day program lets groups sponsor a day on-site and participate on a Habitat build. 

Whether team members are skilled tradespeople or beginners who have never swung a hammer, 

every group can be part of the Habitat for Humanity Adopt-A-Day experience.  

 

Habitat Nova Scotia builds homes with volunteer labour and often donated or cost-reduced material 

but additional fundraising is required to ensure our homes can be completed. Adopt-A-Day teams 

help us fulfill our mission by doing both. Money raised through Adopt-A-Day contributes to building 

materials and supplies that are not donated, as well as professional trades expertise such as  

roofing and electrical.  

 

2015 was a milestone year for our Adopt-A-Day program—having more groups involved and more 

funds raised than ever before in Nova Scotia. 

# of Adopt-A-Days in 2015 
(up from 19 in 2014) 

Dollars raised by Adopt-A-Days in 2015 

Adopt-A-Day Program 

60 

$110,000 

every parent 

wants a better future for their family. 

Thank you to our Adopt-A-Day groups that joined us in 2015: 
ASHRAE 

Convergys 

Cushman Wakefield 

Eastlink 

Exxon Mobile 

Freeman - Meeting Planners Intl. 

The Gap  

Genworth 

Great West Life  

Grant Thornton 

Heritage Gas 

Investors Group 

McInnis Cooper 

Nissan 

NS Power 

NS Real Estate Appraisers 

Oland Brewery 

Property Valuation Services 

RBC 

Steele Workers  

Stewart McKelvey 

TD 

Torys Legal Services Centre 

Travelers Insurance 

Willowbrae Childcare 

“I had such a great experience with Habitat for  
Humanity. It was very fun and a great way to get out 
and support the families in our community. Not only did 

we team up with an incredible organization, we also got to 
represent our company—who shows great pride in giving 

back to the people who help our business grow.” Victoria 
Wilson, RBC Adopt-A-Day Crew 2015 
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In 2015, Habitat for Humanity launched its first annual Women Build program in Nova Scotia. 

Some of our province’s leading female business and community leaders generously committed to 

join thousands of women around the world in the fight against substandard housing.  

 

For one week in September, an incredible group of women, some of whom had never swung a 

hammer, got together. These women rallied friends and colleagues to join in and raise funds for 

Habitat Nova Scotia and help build a home at our Drysdale build site. Their contribution in  

volunteer hours, dollars raised and advocacy has been invaluable—not to mention inspirational to 

other women.  

# of teams recruited 

Dollars raised in the first annual event 

Women Build 2015 

In partnership with Steele Auto Group, Habitat for Humanity Nova Scotia kicked off its Women 

Build program in style by hosting a launch event called Steele Toes & Stilettos for participants, 

supporters and friends. There was food, drinks and music, and of course a few pairs of stillettos 

and steel-toed boots up for grabs! 

 

The event was a perfect launching point for women to get excited about building our  

community with their hands and hearts. 

7 

$58,000 

every mother 

needs to know her children have a safe place to call home. 

“It was great to join a team of talented women and share in creating a home for a special 
family. This  opportunity gave me a chance to make new friends, learn how to use a power 
saw and, at the end of the day, feel the physical effects and satisfaction of a hard days work 

for a great cause.” Gretchen Polkhamp-Hart, Women Build 2015 

“Our Habitat home has decreased the stress-level in the house a 
lot—there aren’t so many people in such a small place, we all 

have our own space now. There is also a pride of ownership that 
goes along with owning your own home. We’re slowly making it 
our own, and we have people over now—for the first time I was 
able to host Easter dinner for my whole family. Even more are 

the opportunities that are opening up to us. My two older daugh-
ters are now planning on going to university because they have a 
place to call home and a new sense of hope.” The Francis 
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Delta Barrington and Delta 

Halifax Hotels hosted the 

7th Annual Raise a Little 

Hellp for Habitat for  

Humanity on October 29, 

2015—with a stellar  

musical line-up, an  

exceptional silent auction 

and delectable local food 

and drink for attendees.  

 

The incredible musical 

line-up included Joel Plaskett, Rose Cousins, Port 

Cities and Tyler Messick. The auction featured 

travel packages taking you across the country and  

overseas, one-of-a-kind Nova Scotian activities, 

and delectable cuisine prizes. 

 

The 2015 event raised $53,000 to help build  

affordable homes for our Partner Families. In the  

seven years the Delta has been hosting this event, 

they have raised close to $600,000 for Habitat  

Nova Scotia. 

The Scotiabank  

Charity Challenge is 

an opportunity for 

thousands of runners 

and walkers to make 

their Blue Nose  

Marathon event more 

meaningful by raising 

funds for charities in 

our community. 

 

Dave Van de Wetering led the Habitat 

Nova Scotia Blue Nose team after  

successfully competing as the only  

Canadian in the North Pole Marathon in 

April. The Blue Nose Marathon Charity 

Challenge team raised a total of $15,000 

with Dave raising almost $10,000 on his 

own!  

Raise a Little Hellp for Habitat 
Blue Nose Marathon,  
Scotiabank Charity Challenge 

When it comes to fundraising, our Chapters are always 

looking for new and interesting ways to raise funds for their 

next build. The Cape Breton Chapter did just that when they 

came up with the idea to develop and produce a board 

game, called The Pier. It features the storied and  

fascinating, multicultural community of Whitney Pier, the 

location of the next Habitat home in Cape Breton. This fun, 

educational and easy-to-learn game is designed for the 

whole family to enjoy. To win The Pier, one must only be 

the first player to build three homes while making sure no 

player runs out of resources.  

 

On July 9, 2015 the Chapter held a Launch Party and  

offered community members the chance to purchase a first 

edition of The Pier, have their games signed by some of the 

designers and artists, while enjoying some food and music. 

 

The Cape Breton Chapter is selling The Pier Board Game 

to raise funds for their next home build in 2016 at 39 Breton 

Road, Whitney Pier.  

 

The Chapter is thrilled to say that The Pier has helped them 

raise more than $13,000 with more games to sell! 

Cape Breton Chapter is on their game 

gives you strength when you know you can afford a decent place to live.  

every laugh  
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Kentville 

Oxford 

Springhill 

Building communities across the province 

Halifax 

East Preston 

every child 

deserves a home base from which to explore the world. 

2015 Builds 

Past Builds 

2016 Builds (goal) 

Bridgewater 

Mahone Bay 

Whitney Pier 

Lower Sackville 

Wolfville 

Glace Bay 

Musquodobit Harbour 

Liverpool 

4 

20 

2 
11 

2 2 

2 

5 

Dartmouth 

2 
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Financial Snapshot 

every donation 

helps a family help themselves. 

✔ 89% report their family life has improved. 

✔ 78% report improved health, including reduced colds and flu, 

allergies, asthma symptoms and stress. 

✔ 65% report their children’s confidence has improved. 

✔ 86% report being happier since moving into their Habitat home. 

✔ 58% report they are better off financially now than before they 

moved into their Habitat home. 

[CMHC & Habitat for Humanity Canada joint study, 2013] 

✔ Every $1 invested in the Habitat homeownership program delivers $4 

of benefit to society. 

✔ Partner families are healthier (smoking rates down, activity/exercise 

levels up). 

✔ Their children are more apt to graduate and obtain post-secondary 

degrees. 

✔ They experience more stable employment, with stronger income. 

✔ They are more likely to volunteer, donate to charity and vote at      

election time. 

[Transforming Lives: The Social Return on Habitat’s Work in Canada,             

The Boston Consulting Group, May 2015] 

The impact on Habitat for Humanity Partner Families—by the numbers . . .  

sources of funding uses of funding 
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Thank you to our generous Corporate Sponsors 

Barret Lumber 
Beacon Roofing 
Belmont Health & Wealth 
Benjamin Moore Paints 
Bluenose Well Drilling 
BetterBaths 
Classic Lighting 

Deloitte 
Floors Plus 
Fusion 
The Gap 
The Hillman Group 
Investors Group 
Kent 

Maritime Demolition 
Metrie 
Meeting Planners International 
Mother Hubbard’s Kitchens 
NEDCO 
Noble Mechanical Limited 
NS Construction Safety Association 

Oland Brewery 
Pace Plumbing 
Pittsburgh Paints 
RBC Wealth Management 
RBC Dominion Securities 
Scotia Metal 
SMU Engineering Students 

Strategic Objectives 
SimplyCast 
Wicker Emporium 
World Wide Furniture 
Woseley Canada 
Xerox Canada 

every connection 

creates the opportunity to build a better life. 
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81 Wright Ave, Unit H, Dartmouth, NS   B3B 1H4  

902-464-0274           info@habitatns.ca 


